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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S. C. § 1 33). 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 )E3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 1 1 October 2007 . 
2a)S This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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1. Claims 23-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. Applicant has amended claim 23 to recite a 
mounting unit that both mounts the stamper to (the upper surface of) the holding plate 
and that arranges and fixedly secures the (upper surface of the) mounting plate to the 
(lower surface of the) holding plate. However, an electronic review of the specification 
shows that the term "unit" is never mentioned and hence its use is considered to be 
new matter. It is also unclear exactly what structure the instant "unit" encompasses in 
that the instant specification does not appear to disclose a single unit that fulfills both 
functions. Applicant is requested to use language in the specification in setting forth 
the invention. 

2. Claims 23-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Applicant has amended claim 23 to recite that a "mounting unit" mounts the stamper to 
the holding plate and that (apparently) the same mounting unit also secures the 
mounting plate to the holding plate. However, it is not clear exactly what the instant 
"mounting unit" consists of and hence the language is submitted to be indefinite. While 
indeed the aforementioned structures may be so mounted or fixed to each, respectively, 
it is not clear that a single structure does this. By using the language "mounting unit", it 
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appears that applicant is referring to a single structure which performs both functions 
and clarification is requested as to what this mounting unit is. 

3The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Harper essentially for reasons of record noting the following. 
Applicant has amended claims 1 and 23 to recite the exact location of the stamper, 
holding plate and mounting plate. However, it is clearly shown in Harper that such an 
arrangement is taught using the bottom stamping unit, le, see Figure 4 in Harper, 
wherein support portion 410 would be the mounting plate, bottom die 435 would be the 
holding plate and part numeral 460 is the bottom stamper. These structures would fit 
together -ie, be mounted, fixed or secured— in the instant manner and hence the claims 
are submitted to still be readable on Harper. To the extent understood, the instant 
mounting unit is taught in Harper. 

4The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 1-0, 12 and 23-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Harper in view of Takehashi essentially for reasons of record as set 
forth in paragraph 3, supra and paragraph 4 of the last office action. 

5.Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

In view of the amendment, a 1 12 rejection has been applied. It is believed that the 
language "mounting unit" is not precisely supported in the specification and that, 
perhaps more importantly, such language is vague as to exactly what it encompasses. 
At any rate, the amendments do not get around the 102 over Harper, which shows 
upper stamping means as well as lower stamping structure. The latter would "read on" 
the structure as set forth in amended claims 1 and 23. Concerning the 103 rejection, it 
is respectfully submitted that mounting means to mount the stamper of Harper to the 
holding plate is either inherent, or obvious when taken in combination with Takahashi. 
The fact that Takahashi places the stamper on structure that is at the top of the article to 
be imprinted is immaterial, since the primary reference to Harper teaches a stamper that 
is supported as set forth in the instant claims — indeed, Harper teaches both bottom (the 
instant) and top stampers. While admittedly there is a difference in location, it is first of 
all very questionable whether one of ordinary skill in the art would not have found the 
exact disposition of the stamper to be obvious, anyway. However, such is moot 
because Harper teaches the instant arrangement. Takahashi would still be validly 
applied to teach vacuum and mechanical mounting means for a stamper, regardless of 
where the stamper is situated with respect to the imprinted article. 
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6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented 
in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mathieu D. Vargot whose telephone number is 571 272- 
1211. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 9 to 6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christina Johnson, can be reached on 571 272-1176. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



M. Vargot 

December 22, 2007 




Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1791 



